THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

other sledging party that has not perished.
But they had not reached the Pole.

(iv) THE < TERRA NOVA'

As soon as the Discovery Expedition had been
wound up. Captain Scott resumed the duties
of a naval officer. He spent the next four
years in command of battleships and in con-
fidential work at the Admiralty. But while
he paced the bridge of his ship or sat at a desk
in Whitehall his thoughts often wandered to
the far-distant South where he was longing
to return to complete his work.

In 1910 he launched his last venture, the
main purpose of which was to reach the South
Pole. This understanding with the public
and the subscribers governed all the pro-
ceedings. It is said that Scott was actually
more interested in the scientific programme,
and certainly he arranged for another season's
work after the Pole would have been reached.
Dr. Wilson, Scott's former sledging com-
panion, was in charge of the scientific staff,
which was on a scale without precedence :
instead of the two biologists of the Discovery
there were four; instead of one geologist
there were three, one of them being a specialist
in physiography ; and instead of one physicist